A   MISSIONARY   S    JOB
technical matters, there are still many things a missionary
has to do—or, for that matter, any European in India
who is in contact with the people of the country and
does not live aloof in a position of artificial seclusion or
officialdom.
One day I found a violent quarrel going on between
two of the orderlies. They were looking very black at
each other, and threatening mutual law-suits. (The chief
hobby, it may be remarked, of the people of South India
appears to be litigation.) Knowing that these law-suits
continue for years and end—if they ever do end—with
two families and all their ramifications at deadly enmity,
I suggested that they had better not have a " case " about
it, but take their shirts off and fight it out there and then,
shaking hands afterwards and continuing friends. This
was a new idea, being quite un-Indian, but my counsels
prevailed. They went out, scowling, to prepare for mortal
combat, outside the operating-theatre. But when the time
came, they would not fight. Each was afraid of striking
the first blow and thereby laying himself open to a charge
of assault. They just stood and scowled. " Well," I said,
" aren't you going to fight ? " " No," they both replied
sullenly. " Then," I continued, " shake hands and be
friends." Sheepishly they approached each other, and
slowly shook hands. " Don't be afraid," I said. " Shaking
hands is not an Indian custom—but it's a sign of friend-
ship, and a very good custom really, though it does come
from England." They parted fairly amicably, and have
since been quite good friends. Both are still—thirteen
years later—among the best workers in the Mission.
Writing this in 1936, with the hospital staffed by over
fifty Indian nurses, both men and women, many of them
well educated, very efficient and trustworthy, it seems like a
dream (and not too good a one at that) to recall the nursing
staff at Neyyoor as it was in 1923. For several years
previously there had been no European Nursing Super-
intendent at Neyyoor, and the nursing profession was
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